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might be his spiritual gifts, was a notorious outlaw and
a rebel; the whole romance about the reluctance of the
soldiers vanishes; the 'wild and hard-hearted men' are at
once amenable to the authority of their commanding officer ;
and the alleged murder dwindles into a case of military
execution.
Of the two histories, that of "Walker is unquestionably
most likely to resemble the truth. He professes to have
heard some of the details from the wife of Brown, whereas
Wodrow gives us no manner of authority at all. There are,
however, suspicious circumstances even in Walker's narrative,
which might be noticed. For example, in the original
edition of his pamphlet, he states that the first person who
came to Mrs. Brown, whilst she was watching by her husband's
body, was' that old singular Christian woman in the Cummer-
head, named Elizabeth Menzies, three miles distant'; but
in the third edition, this matron, retaining her residence
and encomium, is transmuted into 'Jean Brown1. Surely
these two cannot signify one and the same person, and we-
are therefore left in doubt which particular female "was the
witness. Bat it is not worth while going into minute
criticism. Walker, who was a far more determined Covenanter
than Wodrow, was not likely to have understated the circum-
stances, neither does he profess to know upon what charge
Brown was examined. 1 think, however, I can throw some
light upon this person's political delinquencies: and, strangely
enough, my authority is derived from an official document
which will be found in the Appendix to Wodrow.
'John Brown of Priestfield, in the parish of Muirkirk1,1
figures in the list of fugitives appended to the Royal Proclama-
tion of 5th May 1684. The list is of those who had been
regularly cited as rebels in arms, or resetters of rebels, but
who had failed to appear. John Brown, therefore, had been
outlawed a year before his death, and certainly for a very
different offence than that of ' absenting himself from the
public worship of the Episcopalians'. Undoubtedly it was
considered, in the eye of the law, an offence to attend armed
conventicles, where fanatical and intercommuned preachers
wrested texts from Scripture into encomiums on sedition,
treason, and murder: that, however, was a very different
thing from non-attendance upon the curate. Wodrow
acknowledges that Brown 'had been a long time upon his
hiding in the fields', a circumstance surely irreconcilable
1 In order that there may be no cavilling about the identity
of the name or designation (for the place of Brown's residence
has been variously printed as' Priestfield', ' Priesthill', and ' the
Preslull'), T subjoin the exact words of Wodrow, in his account
of the execution. ' I may well begin with the horrid murder
of that excellent person, John Brown of Priesffield, in the parish
of Muirkirkj by Claverhvusej the first of this month.'